























ISRAELI NARRATIVE

ment as the beginnings of a process of British re-
treat from its promises to the Zionists. This proc-
ess was to continue, peaking with publication of
the Third White Paper (1939) on the eve of the
Second World War.

Section from the First
White Paper (1922)

“During the last two or three generations the Jews
have recreated in Palestine a community, now num-
bering 80,000, of whom about one fourth are farm-
ers or workers upon the land. This community has its
own political organs; an elected assembly for the di-
rection of its domestic concerns; elected councils in
the towns; and an organization for the control of its
schools. .... Its business is conducted in Hebrew as a
vernacular language, and a Hebrew Press serves its
needs. It has its distinctive intellectual life ... [in] town
and country ... has in fact “national” characteristics.

“It is the wish (of the British Government) to draw
attention to the fact that the text of the said decla-
ration (the Balfour Declaration) does not intend that
Palestine as a whole shall become a Jewish National
Home but that such a home be established in Pales-
tine.

“When it is asked what is meant by the development
of the Jewish National Home in Palestine, it may be
answered that it is not the imposition of a Jewish
nationality upon the inhabitants of Palestine as a
whole, but the further development of the existing
Jewish community, with the assistance of Jews in
other parts of the world, in order that it may become
a centre in which the Jewish people as a whole may
take ... pride. ... It is essential that it should know
that it is in Palestine as of right and not on the suf-
ferance. That is the reason why it is necessary that
the existence of a Jewish National Home in Palestine
should be internationally guaranteed, and that it
should be formally recognized to rest upon ancient
historic connection.”
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Article 2: The Mandatory shall be responsible for plac-
ing the country under such political, adminis-
trative and economic conditions as will secure
the establishment of the Jewish national home.

Article 4: The Jewish Agency shall be recognized as
an overall body for the purpose of advising and
co-operating with the Administration of Pales-
tine in economic and social matters.

Article 6: The Administration of Palestine shall facili-
tate Jewish immigration to Palestine with the
consent of the Jewish Agency.

Article 7: The Administration of Palestine shall facili-
tate the acquisition of Palestinian citizenship
by Jews.°

The Mandate constitutes a gross breach of the
Hussein-McMahon Agreement in which Britain under-
took to grant independence to Arab countries after
the War. It also breached the League of Nations Con-
vention which granted the original inhabitants a right
of first refusal in the choice of the mandatory power.
The Arabs did not choose Britain. The World Zionist
Organization is the one which chose it.

The Mandate which the British Government drafted
contains the Balfour Declaration in its preamble. The
text met with adamant opposition within the govern-
ment and one of its most prominent opponents was
the Foreign Secretary, Lord Curzon. In his response
to the mandatory task of preparing Palestine politi-
cally, administratively and economically for establish-
ment of a “Jewish national home”, Curzon said: “The
Zionists, as well as many of those Britons who iden-
tify with them, are working for establishment of a
Jewish state in which the Arabs will be “hewers of
wood and drawers of water.” The British Foreign Sec-
retary further emphasized: “| have never been con-
sulted as to this Mandate at an earlier stage, nor do |
know from what negotiations it springs or on what
undertakings it is based ... | think the entire concept
wrong.” Curzon added cynically that “580,000 Ar-
abs and 30,000 Jews live in the country ... Acting





