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FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

GEORG ARNHOLD INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
AT THE LEIBNIZ INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATIONAL MEDIA (GEI)
OCTOBER 27-30, 2026 IN BRAUNSCHWEIG, GERMANY

Part of the Georg Arnhold Conference is a workshop organized and facilitated by the
, which is the research and innovation arm of the
. During the workshop, participants will learn how humanitarian teams use human-
centered design to translate research into practical, scalable solutions. Through a hands-on
working session, participants will apply these principles to their own projects—identifying
where real-world constraints limit impact and developing actionable, testable approaches to
address them.

Following the conference, up to 5 individuals will be selected to undertake

. These individuals will work closely with IRC staff to undertake work which furthers
both the IRC’s and the fellows’ interests. All attendees of the conference will be welcome to
join the incubator and will be eligible for selection to participate in this fellowship with the
IRC.

Selected fellows this year will conduct and/or support projects within the Education
Research portfolio. You can find an overview of the portfolio’s strategic focus, as well as
examples of potential projects fellows may engage with, below. Please note this information
is subject to change as our projects evolve over the coming year.

As of 2022, Education Cannot Wait (ECW) estimates that 224 million children are currently
affected by crises, 54% of whom are girls and 35% (78.2 million) are out of school (ECW, 2022).
Furthermore, 84% of the 78.2 million Out of School Children (OOSC) live in contexts of conflict
or protracted crisis. These children have suffered multiple, prolonged adversities, and we
know from research in stable contexts that this damage can be reduced or reversed by quality
educational opportunities that include social-emotional learning. Yet we have little evidence
about whether this holds true for children in conflict settings. Without evidence of what
works for crisis-affected children, our education programming is often based on intuition and
assumption rather than data.

The IRC designs, pilots and generates evidence on the most cost-effective models for
improving access to education opportunities and delivering quality, safe education. We have
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an ambitious research agenda in education that aims to build evidence on the most cost-
effective interventions to improve access, quality and continuity of education and the
learning and wellbeing outcomes of children in contexts of conflict and crisis, and supporting
stronger education system coherence. Among other projects, the Education Research Portfolio
includes the Education Research in Conflict and Protracted Crisis (ERICC) programme. ERICC
is a large-scale, multi-country FCDO-funded investment which is conducting rigorous
research on the most effective approaches to education provision in conflict and crisis-
affected contexts. The ERICC consortium conducts research at the global level, on seven
specific focal contexts (Nigeria, Bangladesh, Jordan, South Sudan, Lebanon, Syria and
Myanmar), as well as through a Helpdesk which responds to emerging research needs in
crises around the world. The programme’s goal is to expand and deepen operational and
policy-relevant evidence to support bold reform in the delivery of education in conflict and
crisis-affected contexts. It aims to ensure policy-practice coherence, organizing, building, and
supporting evidence-informed decision-making. GEI fellows will support work conducted as
part of ERICC.

POTENTIAL FELLOWSHIP EXAMPLES

1) Support the development of research products, including, policy and technical briefs,
working papers, and peer reviewed publications for one or more of the 5 Global Research
Agenda studies, including data collection, coding, analysis and writing, as needed:

a) Pathways for Learning

b) What Works to Deliver Feasible, Quality, Cost-Efficient and Cost-Effective Education
Interventions in Conflict and Protracted Crisis

c) Teachers in Contexts of Conflict and Crisis
d) Education System Preparedness Against Shocks
e) Promoting equity, justice and social cohesion in and through education

Currently, the following papers are planned for the next year, which may require support
from the GEI fellows, depending on interest, expertise and discussions with the Research
Directorate.

» Psychometric Reports - Quality of Learning Environments; Foundational Academic
Skills; SEL and Global Citizenship Competencies, Mental Health and Wellbeing

= TLearning Outcomes Reports - Academic Literacy & Numeracy; SEL & Citizenship
Competencies; Mental Health and Wellbeing

= Pre-Existing Conditions Brief - Risk & Protective Factors’ Relationships to Learning
and Wellbeing

» Drivers of Learning Briefs - Access to formal and nonformal education; Quality of
formal and non-formal education; Continuity of Education

» Equity, Inclusion & Marginalization Briefs - Gender; Children with Disabilities;
Forcibly Displaced Populations; Ethno-Linguistic Minorities



2)

Support different aspects of country-level studies that the ERICC program is conducting
in Bangladesh, Jordan, Lebanon, Myanmar, Nigeria, South Sudan and Syria. This work
may include conducting literature reviews on specific themes for upcoming studies,
drafting knowledge mobilization products such as blogs, factsheets, infographics, and
presentation materials, and/or working with teams on manuscripts for peer reviewed
publications and policy briefs. Studies across ERICC contexts that may require support

a) Bangladesh: Adolescent Education in Cox’'s Bazar design and implementation research
b) Jordan: Effects of Polycrisis on the Jordanian Education System

c¢) Lebanon: Education Crisis Monitoring of Education; Teacher Management & Support;
Implementation of the 5-year plan for Education in Lebanon’s Polycrisis

d) Myanmar: Teacher Management and Support for Ethnic Education Programs
e) Nigeria: Community Implementation of the Universal Basic Education (UBE) Act
f) South Sudan: Seasonal Floods and Education

g) Syria: Democratic Governance of Education



Please note that the following questions are
part of the online application form.

All answers to these questions should be only submitted
together with your application to the Georg Arnhold
Conference 2026 via the online application form at our
website!

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BEING CONSIDERED FOR A FELLOWSHIP AT THE IRC?
Yes / No

IF SO, PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS (UP TO 250 WORDS EACH):

(1)

(2)

(5)

(6)

Why are you interested in participating in an IRC fellowship? How would it further your
research and/or career goals?

Please specifically describe your role in both quantitative and qualitative data collection
and analysis on previous research studies.

What innovative interventions are you interested in exploring from a research perspective
and what would be their significance in humanitarian contexts?

Describe the tools for data cleaning/manipulations and analysis with which you are
familiar.

Describe how you have addressed problems that have occurred in real world research,
such as sampling bias.

What experience do you have writing research papers and other products? How would
you approach sharing research for different audiences?
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